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Dear Sir 

Applicant, Dun- Production Systems, Inc., {bcreaaftcr ^Dmf iercby petitions the 
Commissioner to accept the filing of tbe^owdeatificd U.S. Patent Application by it, as the party 
to which the invention disclosed and claimed in said Patent Application rigitfaUy belongs, and on 
b ehalf of and as agent for the inventor. 

An Affidavit is y n^ft^ "hmta providing proof of the pertinent facts concerning die refusal 
of one of the inventors to join in thcrpresent q>ptictton for patent apd es t a blishing thatDuir hata 
sufficient proprietary interest in this matter to make application on behalf of and as agent for the 
inventor, and showing that such action is necessary to preserve the rigxts of the parties and to 
prevent irreparable damage. 

The name and address of the inventor refusing to join in this application is as follows: 

ChidASinlcc 
3890 Raye Lane 
Hartland, Michigan 48353 

The invention was developed under the authomation of Purr by Chad A. Sinte, who was 
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employed by Dorr to do so. 

Dot is entitled to dear tide to the invention and to the above-identified patent application 

and any patent which issues thereon, 

Since Chad A. £ifilce was ^anpteyed 4?y Om, is» paid inmpensation to develop a 
concentric bell assembly, this invention belongs to Dan and the inventor who contributed to the 
development of the device has a dury to assign tbe invention, patent application, and any patent 
which issues thereon rkiTr«id^ipan direction of Dnrr execute an application therefor. The intent 
of the inventor at the time the invention was made is demonstrated by his signature on the enclosed 
Assignment filed with tfce relgtedyovisional application. 

Chad A. Sinke has left the employ of Dwr and presently refuses to execute the paperB 
requited for filing the present patent application. Dor 4s believed to be entitled to make such 
application on behalf of and as ageni^ ^ inventor pursuaitf to 37 C JiL 1 .47(b). 

The remaining inventors, Dan Pcllerin, Boris R- Teper, and Brian Hoy have signed the 
application dflclarBTior\ which is atturhfri herewtftL 

The required fee pursuant to § I A 7(h) is enclosed 



Date: 



*jhtcL keif 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: 
Application No.: 
Filing Date: 
Group Art Unit: 
Attorney Docket No.: 



Pellerin et al 
10/687,145 



October 16, 2003 
1733 

60,568-014 



DECLARATION OF GREGORY D. DEGRAZIA 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Gregory D. DeGrazia makes the following declaration from his personal knowledge 
and under the penalty of perjury. 

1. Mr. Chad A. Sinke (hereinafter Mr. Sinke) was employed by Durr Production 
Systems, Inc. (hereinafter "Durr") to invent new technology for Durr. 

2. On June 26, 2002, Mr. Sinke signed an employment agreement indicating his 
duty to assign his invention to Durr. (Exhibit 1) 

3. On October 17, 2002, a provisional application was filed with the United 
States Patent and Trademark Office and was assigned the application number 60/419,237 
listing inventors Dan Pellerin, Boris R. Teper, Brian Hoy, and Mr. Sinke. 

4. On October 14, 2003 Mr. Sinke resigned from Durr. 

5. In order to preserve the priority date established by the referenced provisional 
application, the nonpro visional application was filed with the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office on October 16, 2003 absent the associated declaration and assignment and 
was assigned the application number 10/687,145. 
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6. On November 14, 2003, a first certified letter was sent to Chad A. Sinke by 
myself requesting his review of the nonprovisional application and his signature on the 
formal papers associated with the nonprovisional application declaring that he was the 
inventor and assigning his invention to Durr, a copy of the nonprovisional was forwarded to 
Chad A. Sinke's home at 3890 Raye Lane, Hartland, MI 48353 during this period. A 
returned receipt card was received by me on November 18, 2003 (See Exhibit 2). 

7. On February 13, 2004, a second certified letter was sent to Mr. Sinke by 
myself requesting his review of the nonprovisional application and his signature on the 
formal papers associated with the nonprovisional application declaring that he was the 
inventor and assigning his invention to Durr, a copy of the nonprovisional was forwarded to 
Chad A. Sinke's home at 3890 Raye Lane, Hartland, MI 48353 during this period. A 
returned receipt card was received by Howard and Howard on February 17, 2004 (See 
Exhibit 3). 

8. On February 23, 2004 I placed a phone message on Mr. Sinke's home phone 
number at (810) 632-7212 in effort to get Mr. Sinke to sign the declaration and assignment 
associated with the nonprovisional application number 10/687,145 and did not receive a 
response. 

9. On February 24, 2004 Mr. Sinke returned my call and indicated his intent not 
to sign the declaration and assignment associated with the nonprovisional application number 
10/687,145 as a result of his departure from Durr. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of 
my knowledge and belief. 




Dated: March 30, 2004 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that the attached Declaration is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service as first-class mail, postage prepaid, in an envelope addressed to Mailstop: 
Missing Parts, Assistant Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia on 
March30, 2004. 



Christine M. Wolfe. " 
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fOURHfl 



TFRMS OF FMPI nVMFMT AflBFEMFNT 



In consideration of my being considered for employment by Dun Production 
Systems, Inc. or any of its affiliates or subsidiaries (the "Company"), I agree to this Terms 
of employment Agreement which I have signed below. 

I understand and agree that the general policy of the Company is to retain its 
management prerogative to make all personnel derisions in the best interest of the 
Company. 

I understand and agree that if the Company employs me, either I or the Company 
may terminate my employment with or without cause or reason, at any time, by delivering 
written notice to the other. I understand and agree that nothing in any Company policy, 
plan, rule, employment application, employee handbook, or communication of any type is 
intended to create, nor should be construed to constitute, a contract between the Company 
and any one or all of its employees which is inconsistent with this Terms of Employment 
Agreement No employee of the Company, other than its President has any authority to 
enter into any agreement for employment for any specified period of time or to make any 
agreement which b contrary to or a modification of the terms of this Terms of Employment 
Agreement and then only when in writing. 

If I am employed by the Company. I will perform all of my job duties as determined 
by the Company to the best of my ability and I will be paid such salary and wages as 
determined by the Company from time to time. I will be entitled to participate in all 
retirement plans, 401 (k) plans and other benefit plans as the Company generally makes 
available from time to time to employees of the Company and for which I qualify under the 
terms of each plan. My participation in any benefits under any such plan is only on the 
terms and subject to the conditions specified in the governing document for the particular 
plan and may be subject to change at any time. 

I understand that if I am employed by the Company, the Company may provide me 
with certain tools or other materials which will be entrusted to my care. I understand and 
agree that I will return all such tools or other materials to the Company when my 
employment terminates. I further understand and agree that the cost of any Company tools 
or other matenals I fail to return will be deducted from the last wage payment made to me 
by the Company. 

u^h, JjU! der$t i nd u and B ? re ? ^ at r,1he Company employs me, I will wear appropriate safe 
work clothing, wtuch may include h.-top safety boots, a welding shield and non-flammable 
jeans or pants. 



I have authon*ed all of the references I have listed in my employment application to 
give the Company all information concerning my previous employment and all other 
information they may have about me, personal or otherwise, and release all parties from 
any liability or damage that may result from famishing that information to the Company. 

I agree to take a fall medical and physical examination including, but not limited to. a 
complete drug screen analysis, as determined by the Company. I agree to submit to 
subsequent drug and/or alcohol screens or tests as determined by the Company uoon 
SSl?^ **"J" "V*""* 1 a 9ree that all findings and Snation 
w^SlnZSZt e T Vna } lons analysis may be submitted to the Company. I waive 
any and all nghte to privacy J may have as a result of such examinations and analysis. 



*,o ^ en y'°y ed ^y^ e Com pany, I will not disclose to anyone, or use. while employed 
SLSLS^? VS^TT^ any ConM *riSal Information concerning the Company 
^r^enhaj mfwmation includes, without limitation, information, knowledge or data about 
the methods, formulae, customers, know-how, machines, manufacturing compositions 
serwces, purchasing, research and development finance, data processing enoineerina 

2227* prmted ' or reconied material embodying any Confidential 

Information and will turn over all such material to the Company which I then have. 

^ 17 Safary< ?* e ,nv ! ntons 40 «* 0) relate to the Company's business, (ii) 
Co™ 9 ™ ~ aPy ^°L k d °?f for - w infennatfon or assistance received from, the 

' tS J !U !S! era 0r or <"° reIate to a "y °r anticipated 

research or development activity of the Company, H 

~~ J undersfand and a 9 re e *hat »f I am employed by the Company I must disclose 

KiS^ * ^ nSfer "* any W ^ to a "V 'nvenU to the 6 ^ 
retaK i? i if u P cessors or fss,gns or to enforce patents, trademarks or copyrights 
relating to It I will also reasonably assistthe Company in any litigation involving Inventions 
or the Company's patents, trademarks or copyrights w*h which IbaoonJ . ZSved 
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such +!23ZE2ZZ tSiSTS^Sit •X™™**** to any 
(tara the Company, I c^^JS Jf JSk^?^*' 9 !" ^ """^ **» 
such <-oc,^'Th^^r^^tS^^ d »*. 
Company's prior written ( 



such documents. This agency is awo^ed^^'^^ ""^JV °r death, to execute 

dttenco 9 nse?t j^g^^g^^^ t the^^ 



se any of the 



■Company does not own an Invention 



/make or conceive the 



: to the Company a 



while employed, if I 
.oM r adt secret Cufuiwia U o i r 
" ~ ""^ to make, 




services'. ^^^Z^y^^^^T ' - not render 

with any equipment, product' nsZZjZ^t^ ™ anyone Glse ' in connection 
rnanufeau^ 



breach of contract. mustlel^^ or 
be forever barred and I waive aov^im1^S~S?? t £^ ent filvm9 rse to me da{ ™ or 
bring any action ore^aTisl^out of rZ^^rZ^^^^J further We that if I 
<ne C^^rr^aoy^i^ £ £^0^^ from 

tfr^etf^ 

this Ten^^^4^t' a Xg^ a " —,7 
Date- £z2&ZQ2~ 




(ProspeceveEmpfoyeeSlflnalure) 
Print Name: S). ^ 

Social Security Number: tZX^frr-ZM? 



#137174 £ 
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Ann Arbor Bloomfield Hills Kalamazoo Lansing Peoria 




law for business 



direct dial: 248.723.0325 



Gregory D. DeGrazia 



GDegrazia@howardandhoward.com 



November 14, 2003 



Mr. Chad Sinke 

3890 RayeLane 
Hartland, Michigan 48353 



Via Certified Mail 
Return Receipt Requested 



RE: Assignment of Patents to Dtirr Production Systems 
Our General File: 60,568-999 



Dear Chad: 



As you know, we filed several provisional and non-provisional patent applications with the 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on behalf of Diirr Production Systems. Upon filing each patent 
application, each named inventor is required to sign a Declaration of inventorship. Furthermore, as 
part of the terms of your employment with Diirr Production Systems, you agreed to assign your 
invention to Diirr Production Systems. 

We enclose with this letter copies of an inventor's Declaration and an Assignment that 
require your signature. Please sign the enclosed documents where indicated and return them to me 
in the self-addressed stamped envelope. We look forward to your assistance with this matter. 

If you have any questions regarding these documents or what we are requesting, please 
contact me on my direct phone line at (248) 723-0325. We look forward to your timely response. 



GDD:tls 
Enclosures 

G:\d\durr\prod\ip00999\cor\Sinke 1 l-14-03.doc 



The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101, 39400 Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304.5151 

248.645.1483 Fax: 248.645.1568 www.h21aw.com 



Sincerely, 



HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS P.C 




Gregory D. DeGrazia 



Complete items 1, 2, and 3. Also complete 
item 4-if Restricted Delivery is desired. 
Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can return the card to you. 
Attach this card to the back of the mail piece, 
or on the front if space permits. 



1. Article Addressed to: 



Mr. CWxd SVi Ke 
SS^O Raye L*^e 
VW-Ha^Mi WSJ 



A. Received by (Please Print Clearly) 



B, DateofDeiiv. 



C. Signature 

X 




□ Agent 

□ Addres; 



D. Is delivery address different from item 1 ? □ Yes 
If YES, enter delivery address below: D No 



3. Service Type 

^Certified Mail □ Express Mail 

□ Registered ^ Return Receipt fe i Merchant 

□ Insured Mail □ C.O.D. 



4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) 



□ Yes 



2. Ar ticle Number (Copy from service label) 

"70OO Qfeoo oo^H mo3 3^ St) 

PS Form 381 1 , July 1999 Domestic Return Receipt 



102595-O0-M-0J 



U.S. Postal Service 
CERTIFIED MAIL RECEIPT 

(Domestic Mail Only; No Insurance Coverage Provided) 




□ 



o 



/?|cfcwenf 's Nz 

City, State, ZIP- 


;orPO 


a^^r C^^l^o b^ogtpieted by mailer) 








PS Form 3800, 


-ebruary 2000 See Reverse fof , nstructjons ' 



J''- Ann Arbor Bloomfield Hills Kalamazoo Lansing Peoria 

Howard E3 Howard 

law for business 



direct dial: 248.723.0325 Gregory D. DeGrazia GDegrazia@howardandhoward.com 



February 13, 2004 



VIA CERTIFIED MAIL - 

RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Chad Sinke 

3890 Raye Lane 
Hartland, Michigan 48353 

RE: United States Patent Applications for: 

"CONCENTRIC BELL ASSEMBLY'' 
Our File No. 60,568-014; 

"MULTIVALVE FLUID ADAPTER" 
Our File No. 60,568-015; 

"VERTICAL TRANSFER DEVICE FOR TIRE ASSEMBLY LINE" 
Our File No. 60,568-019; and 

"VALVE STEM INSTALLATION SYSTEM AND METHOD 
OF INSTALLING VALVE STEM" 

Our File No. 60.568-023 _____ 

Dear Chad: 

We have filed the non-provisional patent applications listed above with the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office on behalf of Diirr Production Systems. As part of the terms of your employment 
with Diirr Production Systems, you agreed to assign your inventions to Diirr Production Systems. 
While we are able to make arrangements to proceed with these applications in the absence of your 
signature, we would appreciate your assistance with these matters. 

We enclose with this letter a copy of each patent application with respective drawings, along 
with an inventor Declaration and Assignment for each patent application that require your signature. 
Please sign the enclosed documents where indicated and return them to me in the self-addressed 
stamped envelope. We look forward to receiving the executed documents or receiving an 
explanation of your intent. 



The Pinehurst Office Center, Suite 101, 39400 Woodward Avenue, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304.5151 

248.645.1483 Fax: 248.645.1568 www.h21aw.com 



Mr. Chad Sinke 

February 13, 2004 
Page 2 

If you have any questions regarding these documents or what we are requesting, please 
contact me on my direct phone line at (248) 723-0325. We look forward to your timely response. 



Sincerely, 



HOWARD & HOWARD ATTORNEYS P.C 



Gregory D. DeGrazia 




GDD:cmw 
Enclosures 



cc (w/o encL): Mr. Ben Giacona 



G:\D\Durr^ixxMp00999\CoASinke 02-13-04.doc 



Howard E3 Howard 



o 



I ' 1, 



SENDER: COMPLETE THIS SECTION 



To ?L y r r name and address °n the reverse 

ofon I* 1 ? Card t0 the back °f the mailpiece 
or on the front if space permits manpiece - 



Article Addressed to: 



Mr. 




COMPLETE THIS SECTION ON OhL 



J A. Signature 
B. Received by (Printed 



D. Is delivery address different . .. 
If YES, enter delivery address 




3. Service Type 
^Certified Mail 

□ Registered 

□ Insured Mail 



4. Restricted Delivery? (Extra Fee) 



□ Express Mail 

□ Return Receipt for Merchandise 

□ C.O.D, i 



□ Yes 



^tticie Number 1 

y *i ^uui Domestic Return Receipt ~ _j 

102595-02-M-1540| 



United States Postal Service 



First-Class Mail 
Postage & Fees Paid 
USPS 

Permit No. G-10 



• Sender: Please print your name, address, and ZIP+4 in this box • 

HOWAlH) & HOWARD ATTORNEYS, P.C. 

Sin w T* 0fl Mli* Suite #101 
39400 Woodward Av*m& 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48304-5151 



Mi 



